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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 3 and 6-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kaiser (2336402). 
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Regarding claim 1 1, the Kaiser reference discloses a shower arrangement 
(see above illustrations). The shower arrangement includes a shower room 
having at least one wall bordering a shower area and a supply of water (32,33) at 
the wall, a fitting housing (see above illustrations) affixed to the wall at an 
operating height, wherein the housing is coupled to the supply of water in order 
to provide water to the shower, a first pipe leg (see above illustrations) 
permanently afTixed with respect to the wall and extending upwardly parallel to a 
plane of the wall, wherein the first pipe leg is coupled directly (at 4) to the fitting 
housing so as to carry water from the fitting housing to the shower arrangement. 
A second pipe leg (see above illustrations) is spaced from the first pipe leg and 
extending upwardly, wherein the second pipe leg (as schematically shown in the 
above Figure) is being parallel to the first pipe leg so that both pipe legs lie in a 
plane, and the second pipe leg is adapted to be affixed to a wall. A cross- 
member (see above illustrations) connects top ends of the first and second pipe 
legs so as to carry water from the fitting housing to the second pipe leg, wherein 
the first and second pipe legs with the cross-member forming an arced hollow 
section extending for a distance around the showering area, and wherein the 
cross-member couples to the fitting housing through the first pipe leg. At least 
one nozzle (at 25) is coupled to the arced hollow section and directs water from 
the fitting housing into the showering area. 

Regarding claim 3, as schematically shown in Figure 1, the cross-member 
is guided over the center of the showering area spaced from the wall of the room. 
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Regarding claim 6, the entire arced hollow section lies in the plane (front 
view of Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 7, the cross member bends out of the plane of at least 
one of the legs. 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, as schematically shown in Figure 1, both legs 
are straight and are provided with nozzles (at 16) 

Regarding claim 10, the arced hollow section provides a water line 
carrying water from the fitting housing to at least one nozzle (16) coupled to the 
second of the legs. 

3. Claims 3 and 6-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schinle (5073996). 
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Regarding claim 1 1, the Schinle reference discloses a shower 
arrangement (see above illustrations). The shower arrangement includes a 
shower room having at least one wall bordering a shower area and a supply of 
water {40) at the wall, a fitting housing {see above illustrations) affixed to the wall 
at an operating height, wherein the housing is coupled to the supply of water in 
order to provide water to the shower, a first pipe leg {see above illustrations) 
permanently affixed with respect to the wall and extending upwardly parallel to a 
plane of the wall, wherein the first pipe leg is coupled directly to the fitting 
housing so as to carry water from the fitting housing to the shower arrangement. 
A second pipe leg {see above illustrations) is spaced from the first pipe leg and 
extending upwardly, wherein the second pipe leg (as schematically shown in the 
above Figure) is being parallel to the first pipe leg so that both pipe legs lie in a 
plane, and the second pipe leg is adapted to be affixed to a wall. A cross- 
member (see above illustrations) connects top ends of the first and second pipe 
legs so as to carry water from the fitting housing to the second pipe leg, wherein 
the first and second pipe legs with the cross-member forming an arced hollow 
section extending for a distance around the showering area, and wherein the 
cross-member couples to the fitting housing through the first pipe leg. At least 
one nozzle (8) is coupled to the arced hollow section and directs water from the 
fitting housing into the showering area. 

Regarding claim 3, as schematically shown in Figure 1, the cross-member 
is guided over the center of the showering area spaced from the wall of the room. 
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Regarding claim 6, tlie entire arced hollow section lies in the plane (front 
view of Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 7, the cross member bends out of the plane of at least 
one of the legs. 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, as schematically shown in Figure 1, both legs 
are straight and are provided with nozzles (at 9) 

Regarding claim 10. the arced hollow section provides a water line 
carrying water from the fitting housing to at least one nozzle (8) coupled to the 
second of the legs. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3. 6-8, 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sourdillon (FR 65990). 

Regarding claim 11, the Sourdillon reference discloses a shower 
arrangement {Fig.1). The shower arrangement includes a fitting housing {31) 
affixed at an operating height, wherein the housing is coupled to a supply of 
water (12) in order to provide water to the shower, and a first pipe leg {12i) 
permanently affixed with respect to the wall and extending upwardly, wherein the 
first pipe leg is coupled directly to the fitting housing so as to carry water from the 
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fitting housing to the shower arrangement. A second pipe leg {13i) is spaced 
from the first pipe leg and extending upwardly, wherein the second pipe leg (as 
schematically shown in Figure 1) is being parallel to the first pipe leg so that both 
pipe legs lie in a plane. A cross-member {which canies elements 1 and 30) 
connects top ends of the first and second pipe legs so as to carry water from the 
fitting housing to the second pipe leg, wherein the first and second pipe legs with 
the cross-member forming an arced hollow section extending for a distance 
around the showering area, and wherein the cross-member couples to the fitting 
housing through the first pipe leg. At least one nozzle (1) is coupled to the arced 
hollow section and directs water from the fitting housing into the showering area. 
Even though the Sourdillon reference does not include a shower room as 
claimed, it, however, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
recognize that the Sourdillon shower arrangement is obviously capable of being 
used in a shower room having at least one wall bordering a showering area in 
order to provide privacy to a user. In addition, it is well within a general 
knowledge of one skilled in the shower arrangement art that the fitting housing 
and the pipe legs should be affixed to the wall to provide a sturdy connection 
during use and of course, when these pipe legs are properly installed, they 
obviously are parallel to a plane of the wall. 

Regarding claim 3, as schematically shown in Figure 1, the cross-member 
is guided over the center of the showering area spaced from the wall of the room. 
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Regarding claim 6, the entire arced hollow section lies in the plane (front 
view of Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 7, the cross member bends out of the plane of at least 
one of the legs. 

Regarding claim 8, as schematically shown in Figure 1, both legs are 
straight. 

Regarding claim 10, the arced hollow section provides a water line 
carrying water from the fitting housing to at least one nozzle (8) coupled to the 
second of the legs. 

Response to Amendment 

6. Applicant's amendment, filed on 10/25/07, to the pending claims is insufficient to 
distinguish the claimed invention from the cited prior art or overcome the rejections as 
discussed supra. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed on 10/25/07 with respect to the pending claims have 
been fully considered. However, they are deemed not persuasive. 

Applicant asserts that Kaiser does not teach a shower room as amended in claim 
11. Specifically, applicant asserts that Kaiser lacks "the aspect of the pipe leg emerging 
from a fitting housing on the wall and extending vertically as claimed." See remarks 
section. The examiner disagrees. 

As stated in the above revised grounds of rejection. Kaiser does disclose a 
shower arrangement having a fitting housing (see illustrations). The housing, as 
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schematically shown in Figure 1, is affixed to the wall at an operating height, wherein 
the housing is coupled to the supply of water in order to provide water to the shower. 
The housing is indeed controlling the supply of water, i.e. the pressure, the flow rate and 
the temperature and distributing the water from the supply to the showerhead. In 
addition, the shower arrangement includes a first pipe leg permanently affixed with 
respect to the wall and extending upwardly parallel to a plane of the wall, wherein the 
first pipe leg is coupled directly to the fitting housing so as to carry water from the fitting 
housing to the shower arrangement. 

Applicant also asserts that "Kaiser's control coupling 31 and Junction box 2" 
cannot be considered a fitting housing. See remarks section. The examiner disagrees. 
It is noted that the claimed Invention must result in a structural difference between the 
claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art. In this instance, the tenri "a fitting housing" does not 
provide any structural difference distinguishable between the claimed invention and the 
prior art. In other word, as show in the above illustrations, the first pipe leg does 
coupled directiv to a portion of the fitting housing and extended upwardly in the plane of 
the wall. Therefore, Kaiser does teach a fitting housing for controlling the supply of 
water to the shower arrangement and a first pipe leg coupled directly to the fitting 
housing as claimed. 

Also applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection as discussed supra. 
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Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khoa D. Huynh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4888. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infomiation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Khoa D. Huynh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3751 
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